. the border were doing.a goc.
deal of sabre ra‘tling; in fac
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THE PETERSON TRAIL

noted the report of the
opening of the Peterson Road
from the Bobcaygeon Road to
Highway 11 — and the name
«Peterson” did noi appear at all
— and before a few of our “old
timers” are called to another
clime, I feel I have some duty |
to record some ewvenis over th'e
last century more relative to this
area,

The records show this road
which was put through  abol
1847, was a colonization road -
which fact I am not “disputin
but I hasten to point out th..
the concern of an invasion ¢
Upper Canada was a possibilit:
A few wild Irishmen south ¢

Having

one or two actual raids int
Upper Canada were made, Th
work was then undertaken witl
some degree of alarm, aad thi
was a possible avenue of tranc
port from Ottawa to the Georgia:
Bay country in case the lakeshor:
roads might be closed by enem;
action, .

Coming down - through the

Phonex,. .

The opening of this road will
mean a good deal to both the
Bracebridge and Haliburton area
people, Many permanent homes
will bhe erecied in this area
during the next guarter century,

In closing I wish to thank-all
who have aided me in the
-preparation of this article, partic-
ularly Walter, Noice and Lawrence
Pritchard- who have good know-
ledge of .the area, :

-

i
24 HOUR SERVICE
457-107

BARRVY’S

Township of Harburn, it follows
the boundary of Guilord - Dysar.
and Stanhope - Anson, Hindorn
& Minden to the junction of the
Bcbceaygeon Road, which was alsc |
an early colonization road, I
belizve, from Port Hope north,

You will note I use both the
words trail and road in this
article, Actually, none of the
avenues of transport deserved
the title of road; they were rough
passages, and the part of the
Peterson from the West Guilford
and Haliburton road north of
Hurricane Lake is the toughest
piecs of trail I ever drove a team
and vehicle over,. ‘

During the years 1907 to 1912 !
when we purchased our first|,

truck I brought many a ton of
merchandise over this part .of
the road, I often had, on the
driver’s seat at the top of the
“Devil’s Elbow”, fervently wished
I was at the bottom; althoygh |
a vile bit of trail starting off
with eight to ien feet of bald

sloping rock, I never had an
accident of any extent occur,
‘About “160 yards north 'from
our home is where the old grade
intersided the old Carnarvon -
Hall's Lake Road, and also on
Lot 12, Concession 1, Stanhope
there is a small swamp_and the
water was held in by a ridge of]

rark rimnine 2hant 198 vards
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erchandise over ,this .part . of |;

- the road.-.L offen’ had, on the
driver’s :seat ‘at,the “top of. the,
- Devil’s. Elbow”, fervently wished
I was at the bottom; althoygh
a .vile: bit of trai} starting off
with eight to ten feet of bald
sloping rock, I never had an
accident of any extent occur, -

- ADOULIH0° yaNS norR  rons
our home'is where the old Brade
intersided the old Carnarvon -
Hall's Lake Road, and also on
Lot 12, Concession 1, Stanhepe
there is a smal] swamp and the

water was held in by a ridge of]
rock running about .125 yards |

orth and south, In this part of
the trail there is about 150 feet
of corduroy (cedar): poles about
3'5” in diameter, and these Dpoles
(although moss covered) are stild
sound, having been submerged in
the mud over the last 125 years
or more, : :

A good many settlers came in
& far as the jumction, ‘and at one
time a sizeable colony lived here
before there was any develop-
ment at Minden on the ‘Gull
River waters, -

At one time, I am. informed,

a_licenced .hotel stood in each)
of the Townships of Anson

Hindon & Minden and Stanhope,
Even in my day as a boy, the
“Caygeon”:Road was a supply line
for the narthepn camps, A
At this time of ‘year droves of
cattle were headed north, 25 to
40 head ip a drove, and these
were. soried aut three or four to

each . camp and dressed out. and |

hun‘gA up — what the birds dig
.ot get the men were fed, The

crew taking part in this wark |

was A, Mason of Boskung, Joseph
Hewitt and his neighbour Tom

Prentice from. Minden T, ship, |’

Mr, Hewitt told: me: that -on
 finlshing their work 4t Hollow
Lake they took the hides to
Dorset, tagged them for Hunts.

ville: Tannexy, ‘and then walked

The late James Austin summed
up this period as the time a man
wore out one pair-of- shee-paaks
locking up a job to make enough
money to buy amother, These
pioneer men were a .gpeat, .hreed.
— noune better: — apd . would
shame. many of today'y generation,
in the daily tally of their lehours,

Thg-: Petersqn west of the

" junction alopg; the beundary off
Ansoy. and .’ Hindqn.. Fownships |

‘never attraoted many settlers in'
the early days, At one time I
believe sonie gf the early Prentice
family. were there and possibly.

the early pioneers.of the Trum- §

bull clan, However, quite early in
the .seltlement of the area, quite
a coleny .esisted about Brady’s
Lake — John Boyd, the Austinc

(Jamres and Bert): and PaulL
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